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Alexandria, VA 22313-145C 



□ear Sir: 

This is response to the official action mailed 
August 29, 2003, in which claims 64-80 were finally rejected. 

This communication will initially confirm a telephone 
discussion between applicants' attorney and Examiner Webman on 
September 4, 2003. At that time, applicants' attorney pointed 
out that, contrary to the Examiner's position, Mantelle et al. 
is not a reference under § 102(b) as against this application. 
Indeed, the actual filing date of applicants ' parent application 
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is June 26, 1997, many years prior to the; publication of the 
Mantelle et a 1 . patent. In view thereof, it is also clear -hat 
the affidavit under Rule 131 previously submitted by applicant 
is fully effective to overcome Mantelle et al., and therefore 
withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

Furthermore, since the only other rejection listed in 
the August 29, 2003, official action was a provisional rejection 
of cbviousness-type double-patenting over claims in applicants' 
co-pending Application No. 08/883,075, which application has not 
been allowed, it is respectfully submitted that the present 
application is now clearly in condition for allowance, and such 
action is therefore respectfully solicited. If, however, for 
any reason the Examiner still does not believe that such action 
can be taken, it is respectfully requested that be telephone 
applicant's attorney at (908) 654-5000 in order to overcomoe 
such objection. 

If there are any additional charges in connection with 
this requested amendment, the Examiner is authorized to charge 
Deposit Account No. 12-1095 therefor. 



September 9, 2003 



Respectfully submitted, 



450267_1.DOC 
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